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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 INR-10 AID-05 /032 W 
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FM AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 


Message Text 


SUBJECT: JOINT U.S.-GUYANA CONSTRUCTION OF CANJE RIVER BRIDGE 


1 . THE CANJE RIVER BRIDGE WHICH WAS COMPLETED EIGHT MONTHS 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE WITH A USAID LOAN AND FUNDS FROM THE GUYANA 
GOVERNMENT WAS OFFICIALLY DECLARED OPEN ON FEBRUARY 23 TO 
COINCIDE WITH THE EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF GUYANA AS A REPUBLIC. 


2. THE CEREMONY AT NEW AMSTERDAM, 70 MILES EAST OF GEORGETOWN, 
GUYANA'S CAPITAL CITY, WAS WITNESSED BY PRIME MINISTER FORBES 
BURNHAM AND SEVERAL SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE U.S. MISSION HERE. 


3. MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT, STEVE NARAINE DESCRIBED 
THE 1, 732-FOOT LONG CANJE BRIDGE AS "JUSTIFIED INVESTMENT AND 
ONE THAT WOULD IMPROVE GREATER COMMUNICATION FACILITIES." 
ACCORDING TO THE MINISTER, MORE THAN 400,000 MAN HOURS WILL 
BE SAVED AS A RESULT OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW BRIDGE 
AND RESULT IN TREMENDOUS SAVINGS TO THE ECONOMY AND 
ROAD-USERS AS WELL. 


4. PRAISES WERE SHOWERED BY OTHER OFFICIALS ON FREDERIC 
HARRIS ENGINEERING CORPORATION, CONSULTANTS; ALONG WITH THE 
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LOCAL FIRM OF AUBREY BARKER ASSOCIATES LTD. AND THE WORKERS 
OF CORPORATION RAYMOND FOR THE TECHNICAL BRILLIANCE AND 
DOGGED DETERMINATION WHICH ENSURED THE COMPLETION OF THE 
PROJECT EIGHT MONTHS AHEAD OF THE ORIGINAL TARGET COMPLETION 
DATE. 


5. MR. ZACHARY DE GASTER, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF FREDERIC 
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HARRIS ENGINEERING CORPORATION STATED THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED 
WITH THE CANJE BRIDGE AND ADDED "MOST SIGNIFICANT HOWEVER, 

HAS BEEN THE GREAT LEADERSHIP OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA AND 
THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WHO BOTH 
HAD THE WILL TO BUILD THIS BRIDGE FOR THE PEOPLE OF NEW AMSTERDAM 
AND FOR THE NATION." 

6. U.S. CHARGE D' AFFAIRES, MR. JOHN BLACKEN, SAID THAT THE 
OFFICIAL DEDICATION WAS TAKING PLACE AT A VERY IMPORTANT AND 
SIGNIFICANT DAY IN GUYANESE HISTORY. HE MADE REFERENCE TO THE 
LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF 1763 WHICH TOOK PLACE UP THE CANJE RIVER 
AND DESCRIBED THE NEW BRIDGE AS PHYSICALLY AND SYMBOLICALLY 
PART OF THE PROCESS OF THE GOVERNMENT'S OBJECTIVE TO ACHIEVE 
GREATER NATIONAL UNITY IN ALL THE MEANINGS OF THE CONCEPT- 
CULTURAL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND GEOGRAPHIC. 

7. THE CANJE BRIDGE WHICH WAS BUILT WITH A USAID LOAN 
CONTRIBUTION OF US DOLS 3.8 MILLION AND US DOLS 1.25 

MILLION FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA WAS OPENED TO TRAFFIC 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MID-JANUARY AFTER A BRIEF CEREMONY. 

ON THAT OCCASION, U.S. AMBASSADOR JOHN BURKE DESCRIBED THE 
ACHIEVEMENT AS SYMBOLIC OF THE EXCELLENT COOPERATION BETWEEN 
CORPORATION RAYMOND AND ITS GUYANESE EMPLOYEES AND THE 
OFFICIALS OF THE GUYANA GOVERNMENT. KIBBLE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIDGES (STRUCTURES), FOREIGN INVESTMENTS, COMMEMORATIVE CELEBRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GEORGE00675 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780094-0670 

Format: TEL 

From: GEORGETOWN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978031 20/aaaadykv. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8ecdd1ba-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 0 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3160127 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JOINT U.S. -GUYANA CONSTRUCTION OF CANJE RIVER BRIDGE 
TAGS: ECRE, EINV, GY, US 
To: USIA STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8ecdd1ba-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



